
 

Minutes of the meeting held in Café Orange on 14 September 2010 

1. Attendees 

Sylvestra Le Touzel Teale, Paul Milnes: Joint Chairs (park@thehill.org.uk) 

Local Residents including The Skatepark Action Group and others previously associated with Save the Park 

campaigns. 

Chris Thompson (Glendale) 

Local Councillors Joan Millbank and Paul Bell 

Vince Buchanan: Lewisham (vince.buchanan@lewisham.gov.uk) 

2. Minutes (21 June 2010) 

Agreed. 

3. Matters arising (not covered elsewhere on the agenda) 

Outdoor Gym 

Oliver Wells, local resident, reported that those involved developing plans for an Outdoor Gym  now include, a 
landscape  architect, someone with experience of 3 D modelling and a Civil engineer. 

A set of endorsements have been received including the Young Mayor, Lewisham Primary Care Trust, Dr Brian 
Fischer MBE Sgt Karl Parrish. 

Oliver is currently exploring possible sites. 

Skatepark 

A report from the Skatepark Working Group is appended to these minutes. 

4. General update and maintenance - Lewisham / Glendale. 

Park closing time 

A complaint was heard that the park was recently closed earlier than advertised and a pregnant woman was 

locked in. 

Joan Millbank received a call from the woman at 8.40 pm on an evening when the park was supposed to have 

closed at 9.30pm 

Chris Thompson representing Glendale, explained that a calendar of closing times are displayed on the notice 

board and that an audible warning, a whistle, is given  before the gates are locked.   

Action: Chris agreed to investigate the reported inconsistency. 

 

Maintenance 

The meeting congratulated Glendale on the repair of the HANDRAIL ON THE BRIDGE,  the ASYMMETRIC 

SWING,  and the reinstallation of the FLAGPOLE and welcomed the long-awaited reinstatement of the POND 
CASCADE. 

A recent snagging inspection by the co chairs of Friends however had revealed a number of areas requiring 

attention: 

Play area  

Could the ground under the RUBBER PLAY MATS be filled in where it has dipped away? 

THE BANK leading to the children’s play equipment is severely worn away would it be possible to cut in some 

steps possibly using railway sleepers? 
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Benches 

Not bad, but one is missing in the belvedere, and the bolts need tightening on one at the top near Pepys/ 
Arbuthnot. 

Matthew Elwell’s memorial bench, alongside Arbuthnot Road 

Needs revarnishing or similar. 

Paths 

Some signs that tarmac has been applied to the surface in certain areas, but this has not successfully filled the 
cracks, which are worsening all the time.  The paths on both sides of the tennis courts and towards the self 

build houses are particularly seriously cracked and the unevenness is becoming dangerous. (See photographs)  
We have frequently requested that these cracks be injected with tar; can we have some information about why 

this has not taken place? 

Tennis courts 

The lines to be repainted. 

There is still no sign of the spring loaded gate requested several meetings ago to discourage dogs. 
The wire netting is coming adrift. 

There has been fire damage in the right hand court; the tarmac needs repairing. 

The upper park Green Flag is missing  

ACTION: new flag to be reinstated in a couple of weeks 

 

Bin liniings 

Upper park exit next to picnic tables: needs replacing. Also lower park next to football cage. 

Graffitti 

There is some on the back of the sign at the House of Bread exit. 

Toilet 

This is in poor condition: 

One light is out. 
Toilet seems dirty. 

Cage around heater rusty. 

Lock not working properly. 

ACTION this is already being addressed. 

 

Pond 

Duck house seems to have slipped its mooring. 

Still signs of refuse in the pond. 

Broken hut in generations play area.  

Should it be removed or repaired? 

ACTION – Glendale to Report to Chris Boules 

 

All the above maintenance issues to be addressed and reported on by 22nd October 2010. 

 

Gardening standards were also questioned: 

Hawthorn hedge round pond area – elders and brambles visible. What is the policy on weeding the hedges? 



 

Wildflower meadow – not so many wildflowers these days. Could it be reseeded? The path around the pond 

also needs weeding and tidying up. 

Abolition Garden – hasn’t even been mowed. 

Weeding towards the picnic table near the railings in toddlers’ play area, - looks like nettles around the 

picnic area, not great. 

Tree in central bed near lower Erlanger entrance – is it dead? 

Young Tree near top of slope Arbuthnot railings – is it dead? 

Sycamores – are being allowed to seed, one particularly large sapling is visible in the lower pond area; can it 

be removed please? 

This led to a question about the environmental policy. 

Lara al – jabi, Glendale’s former conservation officer has been on maternity leave, and is to return part time 

soon.  Friends of the Prk look forward to this as she was always very well informed, sympathetic to the park’s 
make up and oversaw these kind of issues. 

Mike Keyhoe has been in her place. 

We request that Lara or Mike takes a look at Telegraph Hill Park as soon as possible on her return and that her 

suggestions are reported back to the next meeting. 

ACTION -Vince Buchanan will commission a full tree survey to report to next meeting. 

 

Drinking Fountains 

These have been requested from existing funds. Could we have some feedback please on why this does not 

appeared to be progressing? 

Long-standing members of the Friends were surprised to learn that there was a question of laying more piping 

to the fountain in the lower park. It was understood at the time of the park’s refurbishment that the plumbing 

was in place. 

An investigation of the plans was requested. It is now urgent that the drinking fountains be installed. 

New Memorial Bench 

The meeting heard again the longstanding request for information about installing a new memorial bench 

honouring John and Patricia Rudd, for which funding has been in place for some time, although recently the 

price seemed to have increased. A final affirmation of the site and selection of bench is requested. Lewisham 
indicated that the bench could be installed with no extra labour costs.  This is marked as urgent. final 

confirmation 30th September. 

 

Regarding the above: 

The Friends of Telegraph Hill Park have been disappointed with Glendale’s performance. 

Sylvestra, co-chair of FroTHP, observed that to expect the Friends to regularly carry out 

maintenance inspections at this level amounted to a full time job, one for which Glendale is 
presumably paid. 

The Meeting heard that Glendale are contracted to carry out a routine maintenance inspection 

fortnightly. 

However, there was evidence that Glendale had previously neglected the maintenance of the 

pump and that financial penalties had been imposed under the terms of their contract, following 
investigation by councillors. 

It was heard that before the annual Green Flag judging there is usually a huge drive for the 

company to complete maintenance tasks that have been neglected during the previous year.  The 



 

Friends are disillusioned and regretfully may feel be reluctant to co-operate with the Green Flag 

judging next time round.  

 (The meeting heard that due to the scale of the Green Flag operation, a quarterly inspection by 

the judging panel would not be feasible, even though this might be more realistic and a better 

incentive to the management company to keep pace with their responsibility.) 

5. Any other business 

There was a request for an eco recycling bin. 

ACTION Chris Thompson to get back to us with a price. 

 

Interpretation board for the statue of Equiano 

It was noted that information board explaining the significance of the Equiano plinth, which was always part of 

the original vision is long overdue. Local resident Sandra Margolies offered her expertise.  

The board could direct park users to the rangers hut where a history could be displayed. 

Refurbishment of the rangers office  

Interest was expressed in making the Ranger’s office more inviting as a visitor centre, possibly linked with 

information about the statue.  

These two ideas to be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 

Skateboard area 

Positive comments were made, whilst acknowledging that the Skateboard area proposal had divided the 
community and some of the park users and residents remained strongly opposed, other members of the 

community had worked hard at finding a compromise solution and that the increase in interest in Friends of the 

Park Meetings had been a promising side effect of the controversy. 

Elected representatives 

Co-chairs Paul Milnes and Sylvestra Le Touzel Teale stated again that they looked forward to a time when they 
might pass on the position of chair to someone new. 

6. Date of next meeting 

Monday 13TH December 2010, 8pm. Café Orange (to be confirmed). 



 

Appendix: Report from the Skate Board Area Working Party 

The working party was set up in the early summer to try to find a solution to the proposal by SPAG 
to build a small skate area in Telegraph Hill. This came about because the initial proposal by SPAG to 
use the lower slope of the Upper Park attracted a lot of objections from local residents. The local 
councillors were willing to chair the working party and keen that a solution be found as quickly as 
possible. SPAG has secured funding of £47,000 from the Youth Opportunities Fund which must be 
spent on this project before March 2011. This fund will no longer be available after this year so it is 
imperative that in order not to lose this money a solution is found as quickly as possible.  The WP is 
made up of local residents, local councillors, representatives from SPAG and STUP and FrOTHP and 
includes a mix of ages and opinions. 

Over the last few months they have had a number of meetings. These have produced a new 
proposal to utilise the area around the basketball cage in the Lower Park. Most of this area is already 
tarmac and is already a play space for predominantly teenage boys. Stefan has worked really hard on 
producing some initial designs and Peter has produced with the help of the boys a scale model of the 
area to be shown at the local assembly meeting on 21st September.  

During these meetings we have tried to address the issues and concerns from local residents: 

 Noise – the use of free-form concrete to build the skate area is substantially quieter than 
using metal and wood as seen in other local skate parks. 

 The proposed area is close to a major local bus route and busy road. 

 The area is already being used by children and teenagers playing ball games. 
 It will be surrounded by trees and planting to further mitigate any noise and to be 

aesthetically pleasing. 

 The aesthetic of the park will not be compromised. Apart from cutting into the existing grass 
bank by approx 1&1/2 metres, the proposed designs have cleverly utilised existing tarmac 
areas and replacing it with a smooth skate surface. 

 In order to comply with residents concerns a compromise has been made on the initial designs 
and site. 

 The local residents who live nearest to the proposed area have been contacted personally and 
their views have been taken into account.  (In fact from speaking to 40 local residents from 
both Erlanger & Pepys, the roads most directly affected, only 5 had any objections). Most of 
the residents from these roads were very supportive and some felt that a good compromise 
had been achieved. Most of the objections were about added noise in the park. One resident 
who supports the idea in principle was worried about balls flying over onto the skate area.( 
Maybe there would be a need to raise the fencing of ball cage on that side). 

 It was suggested that Glendale need to be aware that the park is meant to close at dusk and 
that at the moment this does not seem to be happening. 

 There is a fear that if the park closes too early then the boys may go back on to the streets to 
skate, especially in the summer months. 

 The LA have sent leaflets to all 4,000 residents of the ward with a link to the designs and a 
short summery. 

 Posters have been put up in both parks with the designs and information. 
 There will be short presentation to the LA on 21st September by the Working Party after which 

there will be a discussion and a vote will be taken. All are invited to attend. 



 

Concerns were voiced regarding: 

 Noise in the Park causing irritation to local residents, particularly at night  
Pro skateboarders felt it was unlikely there would be any illegal skating after dark. 
People being in the park after closing time was noted as being a separate issue involving the 
police.  
n.b. Past meetings have heard Community Support Officers urge residents who are worried by 
noise in the park after dark to call 999 as a way of recording the incident and bringing it to the 
notice of the local police authority. 
Residents observed that sometimes to call 999 feels a waste of emergency resources and so 
they are reluctant to do this. There remains however a significant number of people breaking 
the bye law and entering the park after dark, usually it seems like just high spirits, the 
concern form residents is that the presence of the skatepark might be an incitement for this to 
increase. 

 
 Skating in other areas of the park, causing a danger to other park users 

A notice was called for, specifically warning against using skateboards in any other area of the 
park 
The meeting heard that the Working party would continue to monitor the development of the 
skateboard area. 

 

 Skateboard area maintenance 
Vince Buchanan, Lewisham’s representative, explained that as a general rule, Glendale is 
responsible for maintaining all areas of the park.  In his understanding of this case however, 
as the skateboard area was not in place at the beginning of Glendale’s contract, although 
Glendale could reasonably be expected to remove graffiti, any more far reaching maintenance 
would fall outside the remit.  
Maintenance issues would need to be renegotiated. 
No additional money has been set aside by the Skatepark Action Group for maintaining the 
skateboard area.  
The area will be made from concrete which minimises noise and is paint resistant, reducing 
the risk of graffiti. 
The life of the concrete was presumed to be 20 years. (unconfirmed?) 
An example of the concrete can be seen at Sydenham Wells Park. 
Glendale are at the beginning of a new contract, (April 2010) to last 10 years with a review at 
the end of 5 years. 

 


