
 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 22 March 2010 in the Centre Lounge 

1. Attendees 

Sylvestra Le Touzel Teale, Paul Milnes: Joint Chair (park@thehill.org.uk) 

35 local residents (approx), including  

17 new additions to the mailing list  

Steve Langley: Glendale Services 

Vince Buchanan: Lewisham (vince.buchanan@lewisham.gov.uk) 

2. Minutes (23 June 2009) 

Agreed. 

3. Matters arising (not covered elsewhere on the agenda) 

None 

4. Water fountains 

A discussion was held on how this important issue might be moved forward. It was clear that, without a 
group to progress it, it wouldn’t happen. Three Friends signed up for this. 

Action: Paul to provide information for the group to act upon. 

5. Open Air Gym 

Oliver Wells gave a presentation about this proposal, citing the success of the gym in Peckham Rye Park.. 

He costed the installation at about £20,000 and said that it would be perhaps be possible to secure some 
or all of this from the Mayor’s fund, in connection with the borough-wide sports strategy. It would not be 

large or intrusive 

Vince Buchanan mentioned that a similar facility was being installed in Home Park, Sydenham, should 

anyone want to look at an example in a Lewisham park. He also warned that there would be no funding 

from the council, but assured the meeting of Lewisham’s support provided all the correct ‘hoops’ were 
cleared: open consultation (including the Heritage Lottery Fund), money and design approval. 

There was a discussion around the issues raised, including the possibility of crime reduction through 
increased use of the park for a wider range of activities. 

The meeting was generally in favour of the scheme. 

Action: nothing specific at this time, but the issue would remain up for discussion. 

6. Skate park proposal 

Sophie Beswick gave a presentation on behalf the Skate Park Action Group, pointing out the urgent need 
for such a facility given the danger posed to skateboarders playing on the roads. She alluded to the April 

27th skateboarding demonstration and exhibition by Wheelscape, a company which designs and builds 

skateparks, showing various designs and photographs of existing installations. The proposed cost will be 
in the region of £40,000, rising to £60,000 if a youth worker to supervise the facility was included.   

Vince Buchanan indicated that there would be no funding from Lewisham. He also advised that a full 
public consultation should take place, through Friends of the Park, to include Local Councillors, the 

Heritage Lottery Fund and the MP. 

It was agreed that Lewisham would seek clarification of the terms of the previous HLF grant and seek 
their approval, or not of the scheme. 
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In the discussion which followed concerns were voiced about: 

 the need for all round maintenance and supervision. 

 the impact on other park users, such as dog walkers. 

 dogs being allowed off the lead near the facility. 

Pro-skatepark voices stressed that the activity is fully inclusive and encourages supportive behaviour with 
skaters waiting their turn etc. It was also pointed out that, on the whole, it was an activity most suited to 

boys between 9 and 16. 

Joan Millbank spoke praising the young people involved in the skatepark action group and encouraged 

the meeting to look supportively on their proposal, and to think generally in a positive light on the needs 

of young people. 

The possibility of using Kitto Road – that is the closure of the one way section in front of the church – as 

a possible site, met with a positive response generally. The possibility of creating a link with the Bold 
Vision Café in terms of planning was also suggested. 

The meeting anticipated that, due to the need for a full consultation and for fundraising, it might take a 

while, and the boys’ need was now, so it was agreed that temporary use of the five-a-side pitch should 
be allowed, subject to full consultation with Glendale’s events organiser, Gemma Marsden.  It was agreed 

that Friends of the Park would explore the possibility of SPAG using the five-a-side pitch three times a 
week at designated times for a test period of six months in order to demonstrate the need for a full-time 

facility. 

Questions were raised about the possibility of the reservoir as a possible site.  Development plans were 
already under way, but Tamsin mentioned the covenant against building above 9 feet, which THS were 

exploring to see if development could be ruled out. 

Vince suggested we contact Bob Quatrisoles in the Highways Dept for information about the possible 

change of use of Kitto Road. 

To conclude we took an informal show of hands. An overwhelming majority were in favour of a skatepark 

in principle, somewhere in the locality. A majority were in favour of the proposed Kitto Road site, with a 

minority in favour of the Upper park. 

Action: Lewisham would seek a view from the HLF 

 the proposal would be discussed further at the Ward Assembly 

7. Date of next meeting – 21 June 2010 in the Centre Lounge at 8pm. 


